
Birch Church of England (VA) 

Primary School    

  

WB 24th November 2025 

Edition 12 

 

 

 

Dear All, 

 

We started this week with the Y6 trip to the British Museum in London. The class travelled by train and underground 

to the venue and enjoyed a treasure hunt and some focussed work in the South American galleries. They 

represented the school brilliantly and were safe and sensible with the challenging travel arrangements – well done 

Y6 and thank you to all adults who accompanied.  

 

Also, this week, our STEM ambassadors have been planning and preparing to introduce the Family Christmas 

Science homework. This year, I have shared the work with our Ogden Trust Partnership schools and with some 

other schools in my science network, so there may be quite a few families in the local area engaged in this bit of 

physics. They will present the work on Monday to the children and I will share with families by email – this will not 

need printing, but I have included links to useful sites within the explanation. 

 

And many thanks to the Class 2 Forest School group who have helped make the advent wreath in preparation for 

our advent assemblies next week 

 

Finally, it was lovely to see so many Class 3 and 4 parents in assembly today and thank you to those who were able 

to stay for ‘Parents’ Forum’. It is always great to hear positive feedback and it is also great to have another look at 

some aspects of school life again and make changes if needed and possible. One quick win is that cheese and beans 

can be offered on jacket potatoes. Simply pick jacket potato with BEANS on Scopay. Children can then ask for a 

cheese topping if they would like, when they collect their lunch.  

 

NEXT WEEK: 

This week looks fairly quiet in terms of extra dates for parents but classes 1 and 2 will be very involved in rehearsing 

for their Nativity. This is the last week of tuition before the end of term but clubs – football, singing, Thursday EPC 

(Essex Primary Coaching) clubs carry on for one more week. 

MONDAY: ‘Family Science Homework’ to come home, STEM ambassadors will present this in assembly and I will 

email. This is instead of other written homework. Reading, spellings and tables to continue.  

THURSDAY: Y5/6 RUGBY TOURNAMENT 

FRIDAY: Y6 Forest School at Layer Breton Health – please bring packed lunch or order a school trip packed lunch 

on Scopay. Please wear suitable clothing for most of the day to be spent outdoors.  

 

I have two requests for support to our parent community: 

 

1. After getting-on-for 20 years in his role as Governor, chair of our Finance Committee, and for many years 

vice-chair of Governors, Mr Paul Sturgeon has sadly resigned from this role. He started supporting us, as a 

governor with particular knowledge and understanding of finances, when his children were all at this 

school … and his youngest is now finishing university. We are incredibly grateful for all the time and 

expertise he has shared over the many years but we are looking to recruit a Governor, going forward, who 

has a similar skill set. If you feel that you may be able to offer this, in both time and skills, to the school, 

please contact Mr Anthony Scrafton, our Chair of Governors at Scrafton@birch.essex.sch.uk . I am very 

happy to chat informally to anyone about the general role of Governors. 

 01206 330224 
email:admin@birch.essex.sch.uk 
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2. Can you help by sharing your graphic design skills? I have two pieces of text that were created with the 

community, our Christian Vision Statement and our description of the Holy Spirit working in our school, 

which I would like to display around school and be able to use the same design to display on the website. 

This is definitely not my area of expertise, but I wondered if anyone would feel able to help. If you think 

you may be able to help and want to play with a few ideas, please find the text here 

https://www.birch.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Values+%2D+Being+a+Church+School&pid=27 Many 

thanks!  

 

Finally,  

• It is the time of year when parents need to check  hair for headlice. NHS guidance 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 

• Please remember to book Christmas dinners for Tuesday 16th December – this is a lovely whole community 

occasion where we decorate the tables, enjoy our meal; together and are entertained by singers and some 

background Christmas music 

• Y5 parents –the next instalment for Bawdsey ’26 is now due 

 

 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

Rebekah May 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

WEEK 
BEGINNING 

DAY EVENTS 

1st Dec Monday Christmas Family Science Homework coming home 
Football Club ends at 4:00 

Tuesday  

Wednesday 11:00 School tour available to book with Headteacher for Reception 2026 
places 

Thursday Y5/6 Maldon Rugby Club Tournament for selected group 

Friday Y6 Forest School at Layer Breton Heath groups A and Group B 

8th 
December 

Monday Last Football Club (ends at 4:00) 

Tuesday 2:15 pm Nativity Show Classes 1 and 2 

Wednesday 2:15 pm Nativity Show Classes 1 and 2 

Thursday Carol singing at New Copford place – choir and some older children will be 
invited. 1:30 pm – help with transport will be needed 
Last EPC sports clubs 

Friday ECO-REFILL SHOP ECO-BUBBLES OPEN IN HALL AT END OF DAY WITH NEW 
ECO AMBASSADORS IN CHARGE – COME AND FILL UP ON OUR 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY PRODUCTS 

WB 15th 
December 
NO CLUBS 

Monday NO FOOTBALL CLUB 
PAFA  ‘CAROLS ON THE GREEN’ – all families welcome 
Christmas Family Science Homework  due in 

Tuesday Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day and our community Christmas 
Dinner. Please Donate Directly to Save the Children: 
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/donate 
NO CHRISTMAS CHOIR CLUB 

Wednesday LAYER MARNEY NATIVITY (PROVISIONAL) 5:30/ 6:00 TBC 
Lunch menu is meatballs not roast chicken as advertised on menus. 

Thursday NO EPC SPORTS CLUBS AM OR PM 

Friday Last Day of Autumn Term 
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
 
 
 
 

WB 5th 
January 

Monday Back to School: NO FOOTBALL CLUB 

Tuesday NO CHOIR -MRS MAY WILL CHANGE TO GYM CLUB STARTING ON TUESDAY 20th 
JAN 

Wednesday  

Thursday EPC CLUBS START Y5/6 am, Y3/4 pm 

Friday PAFA COFFEE MORNING (PROVISIONAL) 
Singing Lessons start again 

WB 12th 
January  

Monday Football Club starts again – until 4:00 pm until further notice 

Tuesday  

Wednesday  

Thursday Drum Lessons start again 

Friday  

 SATURDAY PAFA PROVISIONAL POND TASK/ GROUNDS DAY 

WB    

Key dates to 
note for 
Spring/ 
Summer 
Term 

 Spring 1: 5th January – 13th February 
Monday 23rd Feb Non-Pupil Day 
Wednesday 28th January – Maths Calculations Workshop (provisional)  
Spring 2: 24th Feb- 27th March 
Summer 1: 13th April – 22ns May 
Summer 2: 1st June- 17th July 
Monday 20th July: non-pupil day 
SPORTS DAY FRIDAY 19th June 

 

 

 

PHOTOS FROM THIS WEEK: Our ‘Power Cut Picnic’ on Tuesday, Y6 at The British Museum, 

STEM ambassadors plan their assembly … with help from Buddy,  

 

 

 

 

   



 
 

   

 

 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


