Birch C of E Primary School Religious Education Plan 2026 and beyond
How do we understand RE as a multi-disciplinary subject?
In this syllabus we assert that RE is rooted in three key disciplines or disciplinary fields. These are theology, philosophy and the human/social sciences. In this syllabus they are re-contextualised for the school context in the following ways:
	Theology
	Philosophy
	Human/Social Sciences

	 We have called this thinking through believing. It is about asking questions that believers would ask. It requires pupils to think like theologians, or to look at concepts through a theological lens. Pupils will explore questions and answers that arise from inside religions and worldviews.
	We have called this thinking through thinking. It is about asking questions that thinkers would ask. It requires pupils to think like philosophers, or to look at concepts through a philosophical lens. Pupils will explore questions and answers raised through considering the nature of knowledge, existence and morality.
	We have called this thinking through living. It is about asking questions that people who study lived reality or phenomena would ask. It requires pupils to think like human and social scientists, or to look at concepts through a human/social science lens. Pupils will explore questions and answers raised in relation to the impact of religions and worldviews on people and their lives.


We have defined these three academic disciplines or disciplinary fields to make them appropriate for the school setting.

Early Years Foundation Stage: 
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer 

	Why do Christians perform nativity plays at Christmas?
EYFS Enquiry 3
Other Religious Festivals
What do Christians learn from Bible stories?

	Why do Christians put a cross in an Easter garden?

EYFS Enquiry 2
Other Religious Festivals
What do Christians learn from Bible Stories?

	Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians?

EYFS Enquiry 1

Other Religious Festivals
What do Christians learn from Bible Stories?



Key Stage 1 (Two Year Plan)
	Year A 2025/2026
	Year B 2026/27

	How did the universe come to be?
Year 1 Enquiry 5

Christianity/ Hinduism
	Why do people have different views about the idea of God?
(Christian/Humanism)
Year 2 Enquiry 5



	What does the nativity story teach Christians about Jesus?
Year 2 Enquiry 2
	KS1 Understanding Christianity ‘INCARNATION’
How does a celebration bring a community together?

(Moslem and Christian)
Year 1 Enquiry 2



	Christmas

	Why is light an important symbol for Christians, Jews and Hindus?
Year 2 Enquiry 1

	What does the cross mean to Christians?
Year 1 Enquiry 4



	Understanding Christianity
KEY QUESTION: Why does Easter matter to Christians?
Salvation KS1 unit
	What do Jewish people remember on Shabbat?

Year 1 Enquiry 3



	Easter

	What do my senses tell me about the world of religion and belief?

Year 1 Enquiry 1

Hinuism

	How do Jewish people celebrate Passover?

Year 2 Enquiry 4



	UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIANITY
GOSPEL KS1

What is the Good News that Jesus brings?
	How do Christians belong to their faith family?
Year 2 Enquiry 3



Key Stage 2 Year 3 and 4 and 5 (Three Year Plan)
	Year C 2023/2024
	Year A 2024/2025
	Year B 2025/26

	What is philosophy?

How do people make moral decisions?

Year 3 Enquiry 3

Humanism/ Christianity

	What do Moslems believe about God?
Year 3 Enquiry 4
	What difference does being a Moslem make to daily life?

(Year 3 Enquiry 5)



	How has belief in Christianity/Islam impacted on art and music through history?

(Christian/Islam)
Year 5 Enquiry 2


	Why is there so much diversity of belief in Christianity?

Year 4 Enquiry 4


	Where do religious beliefs come from?

(Jewish/Christian)

Year 4 Enquiry 1



	
	Or Understanding Christianity lower KS2 unit Incarnation
	

	Christmas
	

	Faith and Leadership:
Agents of Change

Christianity 
Varied Christian Leaders

	What can we learn about the world/knowledge/meaning of life from the great philosophers?

Year 5 Enquiry 3
	Faith and Leadership:

Agents of Change
Christianity: Sporting Leaders


	What does sacrifice mean?

Year 4 Enquiry 5
	Understanding Christianity

Lower KS2 Salvation
	What difference does the resurrection make for Christians?

Year 5 Enquiry 4

	Easter
	

	What is the Trinity?
Year 3 Enquiry 2
	What do Hindus believe\/

How do they express their faith?

Year 5 Enquiry 5

	Is believing in God reasonable?

(Christian/Humanist)

Year 5 Enquiry 1



	How do people express commitment to a worldview in different ways?
(Jewish/Christian)
Year 3 Enquiry 1


	What do we mean by truth?

Is seeing believing?

(Multi faiths)

Year 4 Enquiry 2


	How do/have religious groups contribute to society and culture?
(Hindu/Christian)

Year 4 Enquiry 3



 
Year 6
	Autumn Term 
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Creation and Science

Conflicting or complementary?

(Christian/Humanist)
Year 6 Enquiry 4

	How and why does religion
bring peace and conflict?

(Judaism/Christianity)
Year 6 Enquiry 1


	What does it mean to be human?
Is being happy the greatest purpose in life?

(Humanist/Christian)
Year 6 Enquiry 3 


	Half Term
	Half Term
	Half Term

	How do Buddhists explain suffering in the world?
(Buddhism)
Year 6 Enquiry 2

Understanding Christianity: Incarnation Upper KS2

	Understanding Christianity: Salvation Upper KS2
	How do beliefs shape identity for Muslims?
Year 6 Enquiry 5 
Faith and Leadership Short Unit:
Agents of Change
Faith Leaders

(Buddhism, Christianity, Islam)




