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BIRCH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-2025

	Date this summary was published
	June 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	June 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Rebekah May

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
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	Name of local music hub 
	Essex Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Tiptree Stanway Consortium and Thurstable School



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Our curriculum maps for each class shows the music curriculum for each class across the year. Music is planned and taught each term, following a progression of skills and linked, where appropriate, to the topic the children are studying. Music is taught weekly using either Charanga units work for the appropriate year group, instrument tuition and ensemble work based on Charanga schemes or through shows at Christmas and in the Summer Term. Singing assemblies are separated into KS1 and KS2 and music is taught weekly through planned singing activities, using percussion and body percussion as appropriate.
· Our music Curriculum is supported by Charanga with progression in singing, percussion, ensemble work and theory embedded in the scheme 
· Essex Music Support through whole class instrument tuition in Y3,4 and 5 – Ukulele
· Some units of music engage in one-off instrument tuition, such as djembe drumming, using Charanga resources
· Y6 children have a term of whole class keyboard tuition


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Wider opportunities for Music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Music forms a large part of our collective worship, with singing involved in most assemblies. 
Children have the opportunity to join a choir at various points throughout the year. Choirs are formed for particular events, for example singing Christmas songs at a residential home for the elderly, carol singing in the village.
Instrument tutors regularly arrange for the children taking part in lessons to have the chance to perform at various points during the school year. This may be singing at our Christmas dinner, a drum show at playtime or taking part in our Leavers’ show at the end of Y6.
· Instrument tuition can be booked directly through Essex Music Service. Children on Pupil Premium will have instrument tuition funded. Where possible, the school can lend instruments to support this.
· Where specific rehearsals are needed for shows, these can be organised at lunchtimes in the music room
· The music room is available for children to practice on days when individual Instrument Tuition is not taking place at playtimes and lunchtimes
· Y4 children visit a local secondary school for a ‘Sing-up’ event and performance



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Signing in assemblies is almost daily. Children reflect on music using the Charanga ‘Listening Calendar’ as they some into assembly. Songs are an integral part of our collective Worship and a specific ‘Singing Assembly’ gives us the chance to learn new songs at both KS1 and KS2 singing assemblies. As this is planned and progressive, it also forms part of the music curriculum
Class assemblies provide opportunities for children to share the songs we have learnt with an audience of parents. Often classes choose to perform their music as part of a class assembly. These are frequently filmed and uploaded to the website to widen the audience. 
Children have the opportunity to attend performances – a pantomime every few years and Y6 often visit London and see a musical show. They have the chance to see other pupils perform their chosen instruments in assemblies and in ‘street performances’ at playtime.
Children perform in shows a several times in their time at Birch – KS1 perform a musical nativity each year and KS2 perform a musical show every other year. 
They have a chance to sing as part of a large groups through work organised by a local secondary school in Y4 ‘Singup’ The Big Sing’

.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Increase opportunities for children to hear live music
Increase opportunities for children to play and sing in groups and ensembles
Put plans clearly in place for music
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